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The Heads of Intelligence and Security Services of Africa held their 14th Ordinary 

Session of the CISSA Conference in Khartoum, Sudan, from 24 to 30 September 2017, 

under the theme: “Comprehensive Strategic Partnerships Towards Combating 
Terrorism and Realising Political Stability in Africa.”  

 
2. Conference was graced by the presence of His Excellency Omar Hassan Al-
BASHIR, President of the Republic of Sudan. In his remarks, His Excellency the 

President welcomed all the delegates to Khartoum. He underlined that despite the 

debilitating illegal economic sanctions imposed against Sudan by some western 

countries since 1997, Sudan has forged ahead with efforts to ensure reconciliation and 

economic recovery as epitomized by the Inclusive National Dialogue initiative, 

comprising all stakeholders. President AL-BASHIR posited that the National Dialogue 

initiative has led to the improvement of the security situation in Darfur, thus paving the 

way for a permanent ceasefire and the gradual withdrawal of the United Nations African 

Union Mission in Darfur (UNAMID).  

 

3. His Excellency the President commended the Inter-Governmental Authority on 

Development (IGAD) for its unwavering commitment to finding a lasting solution to the 

current instability in South Sudan, which has led to the displacement of thousands of 

people in the neighbouring country. He underscored Sudan’s continued commitment to 

help the people of South Sudan to find a lasting solution to the challenges they are 

facing, as well as opening more humanitarian corridors and hosting thousands of 

refugees displaced by the crisis. The President rightly noted that Sudan’s security is at 

stake as long as its neighbours are facing instability.   

 

4. Coming to the theme of the Conference, His Excellency the President indicated 

that the 14th CISSA Conference theme was both relevant and timely taking into 

consideration the complex and transnational nature of the threat posed by terrorism. As 

a result, he called for the urgent need to forge comprehensive strategic partnerships to 
combat the threat. The President also indicated that in tackling insecurity, African states 

should deploy a holistical approach, which includes countering-extremist narratives 

through intellectual foras, such as the one held in Khartoum on 27 September 2017. In 

this regard, His Excellency the President assured Conference of his government’s 

continued support and that Sudan will continue holding such intellectual fora annually 

to enhance information sharing among various stakeholders in Africa.    
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5. In his opening remarks, the Outgoing Chairperson of CISSA and Secretary 

General of the National Intelligence and Security Service (NISS) of Rwanda, Brigadier-
General Joseph NZABAMWITA,  applauded Sudan for its active contribution to 

CISSA, and expressed his heartfelt gratitude to His Excellency President Al-BASHIR for 

officially opening the 14th Conference despite his busy schedule, which is a clear 

testament to the value the President attaches to CISSA.  He also thanked the President 

for attending the CISSA Headquarters foundation stone laying ceremony in Addis 

Ababa, Ethiopia, in January 2017. His Excellency the President was also thanked 

following his generous offer to construct the CISSA Training Academy at the CISSA 

Headquarters in Addis Ababa. The Chairperson further took the opportunity to express 

CISSA’s solidarity with the people of Sudan and called for the urgent and unconditional 

lifting of the illegal sanctions imposed against the country by some western countries. .  

 

6. With regards to the theme of the Conference, Brigadier-General NZABAMWITA 

alluded to the agility and secretive nature of terrorist organizations, which survives on 

exploiting local grievances and vulnerabilities to rally disenchanted local people against 

their governments. In this regard, he called upon all African nations to join their efforts 

to effectively address this threat. 

 

7. The Chairperson of CISSA and Director General of the National Intelligence and 

Security Services of Sudan (NISS) of Sudan, 1st Lt. General Engineer Mohamed 
Atta AL-Mulla ABBAS, apart from welcoming all the delegates to Khartoum, extended 

his sincere gratitude and appreciation to His Excellency the President for gracing the 

occasion. He indicated that it was the third time Sudan was hosting CISSA Conferences, 

a sign of the importance the country attaches to CISSA. The Chairperson also 

chronicled the important role played by CISSA in ensuring peace and security in Africa 

that include, among others, availing actionable intelligence to the African Union 

Commission (AUC) and Member Services for informed decisions making. He also noted 

that the formation of CISSA has led to the creation of a networked continental 

intelligence and security organisation that has enabled African intelligence officers to 

reflect on the developments in the intelligence field and share ideas on what is to be 

done by the collective and by individual states.  

 

8. The Chairperson called upon African intelligence agencies to forge 

comprehensive strategic partnerships towards combating terrorism and other 

transnational organized crime notably, the threat posed by rogue Non-Governmental 
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Organizations, armed groups and negative forces, mercenarism and Foreign Terrorist 

Fighters (FTFs).   

 

9. On his part, the African Union Commissioner for Peace and Security, 

Ambassador Smaïl CHERGUI, who represented the AUC Chairperson His Excellency 

Musa Faki MAHAMAT, cited a number of security threats that CISSA should target if 

Africa is to indeed silence the guns in the continent by the year 2020. These include, 

among others, unearthing the illicit proliferation of Small Arms and Light Weapons 

supply chain, illicit terrorist financing mechanisms, the abuse of the cyber domain for 

radicalization purposes and the nexus between terrorism and other transnational 

organized crimes. As a way of addressing these threats, Ambassador CHERGUI called 

upon CISSA, the African Center for the Study and Research on Terrorism (ACSRT), the 

AU Continental Early Warning System (CEWS) and African Union Mechanism for Police 

Cooperation (AFRIPOL) to form robust partnerships and synergize their activities.  

    
10. The Community of Sahel-Saharan States (CEN-SAD) and the Organisation of 

Islamic Cooperation (OIC) also made presentations during the open session of the 14th 

CISSA Conference. In his presentation, Ambassador Hameed OPELOYERU, 

Assistant Secretary General Economic Affairs of the OIC underscored that the 

contemporary African security landscape was characterized by an increased networking 

between terrorist organizations and other transnational criminal activities, notably the 

illicit trafficking in small arms and light weapons, human and drug trafficking, armed 

banditry and kidnapping for ransom. In this regard, he emphasized a need for 

collaboration guided by global and multi-disciplinary approaches as epitomized by inter-

agency intelligence cooperation and best practices sharing, combined multinational 

operations, harmonized legislation, mutual legal assistance, extradition arrangements, 

as well as enhancing the capacities of national security apparatus. Ambassador 

OPELOYERU concluded his remarks by urging CISSA and the OIC to identify areas of 

collaboration taking into cognizance that there are twenty three (23) CISSA members 

within the OIC.   

 

11. On his part, the Secretary General of CEN-SAD, Ibrahim Sani ABANI called for 

the strengthening of relations between his organisation and CISSA as part of fostering 

comprehensive strategic partnerships towards combating terrorism and ensuring 

political stability in the continent. He expressed concern that Africa is good at crafting 

various policy instruments to tackle insecurity in the continent but the major problem is 

that the instruments are not being implemented. Consequently, Mr. ABANI called for 

the implementation of these policy instruments. The CEN-SAD Secretary General 
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concluded his remarks by applauding Sudan for its comprehensive approach in tackling 

threats affected the country, which other countries should emulate.   

 

12. Apart from the opening statements, the CISSA Troika and Regional Chairpersons 

made presentations on the theme of the conference, which were extensively 

deliberated upon. The common thread that permeated throughout all the presentations 

was the cataclysmic nature of terrorism and political instability in the continent. 

Consequently, Conference came up with actionable recommendations for 

implementation by CISSA Member Services in order to tackle the threats. These include, 

among others, deploying a holistic approach to tackle insecurity. It also highlighted the 

need to strengthen collaboration and sharing of intelligence among members.  

 

13. The first Intellectual Forum held under the theme “Political Stability in Africa: 
Constraints and Future Prospects”, that took place on the sidelines of Conference, 

buttressed the theme of the 14th Conference. The symposium  was graced by pioneers 

of thinking, professionals and dignitaries, notably First Vice President and Prime Minister 

of the National Cabinet, Bakry Hassan SALIH, former Nigerian President; Olusegun 
OBASANJO,  former Tanzanian President Ali Hassan MWINYI, former President 

of Mali and former African Union Commission (AUC) Chairperson, Alpha Oumar 
KONARÉ, former Joint Special Representative of the United Nations Secretary General 

and Chairperson of the African Union Commission for  UNAMID, Professor Ibrahim 
GAMBARI, Dr. Sheikh TIGAN from Senegal, Ambassador Ibrahim KOMI from 

Nigeria, Ambassador Lahdar IBRAHIMI from Algeria, Sebhat NEGA from Ethiopia 

and the Senior Political Advisor of the African Centre for the Constructive Resolution of 

Disputes (ACCORD), Ambassador Welile NHLAPO.  

 

14. The Forum discussed opportunities at hand to achieve political stability, as well 

as future opportunities through promoting scientific research and operationalization of 

research centers in support of political stability and planning of policies.   

 

15. After extensive deliberations, Conference: 

 

(i) Expressed  its gratitude to H. E. Omar Hassan Al-BASHIR, President of Sudan, for 

offering to finance the building of the CISSA Training Academy and hosting the 

Intellectual Forum annually; 
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(ii) Noted with appreciation actionable  recommendations by various speakers from 

the Intellectual Forum and CISSA Conference on how to sustain peace and 

stability in Africa; 

 

(iii) Encouraged Members to implement the decisions which came out of the different 

CISSA workshops held in the period under review; 

 

(iv) Took stock of the gains that had been made since the 13th Conference held in 

Kigali, Rwanda. These included, but not limited to providing intelligence to the 

African Union Commission (AUC); hosting of Workshops with different thematic 

issues in Sudan, Rwanda and South Africa and capacity building for the CISSA 

member services and Secretariat for better and efficient performance.  

Conference noted that the full implementation of the actionable 

recommendations that emerged from the workshops would go a long way in 

enabling CISSA to play its role in building a conflict-free African Continent as per 

the African Union Master Roadmap of Practical Steps to Silence the Guns in 

Africa by the year 2020; 

 

(v) Took cognizance of the issues that were discussed during the 16th meeting of the 

Panel of Experts (PoE) and re-affirmed its commitment to further enhance 

mutual confidence among members and to exchange intelligence to serve their 

common objectives, including the attainment of the goal of a conflict-free Africa 

as envisioned by the African Heads of State and Government; 

 

(vi) Acknowledged the current security challenges experienced by some African 

Countries and pledged to continue cooperating and sharing intelligence  to 

combat these threats. Conference also re-affirmed its support of regional efforts 

in addressing threats to peace and stability in the continent, in particular the 

Southern African Development Community (SADC), International Conference on 

the Great Lakes Region (ICGLR), the Economic Community of West African 

States (ECOWAS), the Liaison and Fusion Unit (UFL) for the Sahelo-Saharan 

region and the Inter-Governmental Authority on Development (IGAD).  

 

(vii) Conference recognized Chad’s prominent role in the fight against terrorism both 

locally, as well as, at regional level, contrary to the views expressed by the 

United States of America. 
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(viii) Conference also reaffirmed its continued support and collaboration with the AUC 

and other strategic partners in pursuit of peace and security in the continent.  

 

(ix) Conference applauded all the Member States who successfully held elections in 

the period under review and expressed condolences and solidarity with the 

people and governments of the Democracy Republic of Congo (DRC) and Sierra 

Leone on the loss of life and property due to recent unprecedented floods and 

mudslides.  

(x) Conference observed with satisfaction that the concept of a paperless 

Conference, introduced during the 13th CISSA Conference held in Kigali, Rwanda 

continued in Khartoum, Sudan and has proved to be doable and efficient.  

 

16. Conference expressed its gratitude to the NISS of Sudan for the excellent 

logistical arrangements and hospitality extended to all the delegates during the entire 

duration of the meeting.  Conference also requested that its gratitude be conveyed to 

the People and Government of the Republic of Sudan.   

 

17. Conference reaffirmed its acceptance of Namibia and Nigeria’s offers to host the 

15th and 16th CISSA Conferences in 2018 and 2019, respectively.  

 

DONE AT KHARTOUM, THE REPUBLIC OF SUDAN ON 29TH SEPTEMBER 2017 

 


